The /Qeadmg Curriculum at Wmford

Prlmary School

At Winford Prlmary School, we recognise that the life skill of reading is
one of the most important thtngs that we teach our children. [t opens up
to them worlds of wonder and curiosity and enables them to
indeloendently gather information to further grow their minds. Thraugh
readmg, our Ioulolls have the chance to grow emotlonally, L‘ntellectually
and soclally. Our aim is for them to fall in love with reading and
develo,o readmg for Ioleasu.re habits that extend far beyond their

Iorimary Hears.

There are a number of ways in which we teach readlng at Winford
Prlmarg School. Teachers ,olan fora variety of whole-class, group and
individual r‘eadlng aloloroaches toc model expert, fluent readmg and
allow children to practise and do,\felap their readmg skills. These are
outlined below -
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Phonics Sessions- leaming to decode

We use Unloc/elng [etters and Sounds which was validated by the DfE in
December 2021. We begln to,achmg phonics in the first few weeks of
term I in /Qecelotion and children make raloid progress in their reading
journey. Children begm to learn the main sounds heard in the English
Language and how tho,y can be ro,loresented, as well as leaming
Common Exce,otwn’ words for Phases 2, 3 and L. They use these sounds
to read and write slmple words, captions and sentences. Children leave

Recelotlan being able to a,olol&/ the Ioharw,mes taught within Phase 2, 3
and b.

In Year 1 through Phase 5a, b and c, they learn any alternative s,oellmgs
and pronunciations for the graloho,mes and additional Common Exco,lotlon
Words. By the end of Year T children will have mastered using phcmlcs
to decode and blend when read(ng and segment when sloo,lltng. In Year 1
all children are screened using the national Phonics Screentng Check.

In Year 2, Iohoru‘cs continues to be revisited to ensure mastery af the
phonetlc code and any child who does not meet age related
o,xloo,ctatl(ms will continue to receive suloloart to close (dent(ﬁed gaps.

To ensure no child is left behind at any point in the progression,
children are r@gularly assessed and suloloarted to /eo,elo up through
bespo/ee I-1 interventions. These include GPC recognition and blending
and segmenting interventions. The lowest attaining 20% of Iou,o(ls are
closely monitored to ensure these interventions have an impact.

Children work through our ro,admg scheme up through the levels until
they have Qnaugh decading and camlorehenslan /enowledge to become
:freo, readers. Our core ro,admg scheme is based on Iohcmet(cally
decodable books from a number of suploliers to offer breadth and
difference.

Group Guided Readtng

Guided Readlng in Receptton and Year One
From Reco,pti(m, every child takes part in a Guided Readmg Session
once per week. These sessions are focu.sed oloportumtles for Ioulolls to



Ioract(se their decadlng skills and to read with increasing ﬂuency,
Children are grouped in order far the books to be Iottched at the correct
level.

Whole Class Guided Reading
Guided Readlng in Year Two- Six

What is whole class reading?

Instead of gulded reading groups and a carousel of activities, Ioupils
have readmg lessons as a whole class three times a week.

These lessons:

e Are built around the teacher sharlng htgh—q,uality and challengmg
texts, which are dissected bH the class thraugh h(gh—level questioning
and discussion.

e Include a range of activities — not all of which have to have a written
outcome — that enable Iouplls to develap their vocabulary and
comprehenslcm skills.

Why is this better than group quided reading?

. Puplls are regularly immersed in hlgh-quality childrens literature.

. Pulo(ls are able to improve sloea/emg and l(stenlng skills, as well as
devalopmg cam,orehenslan skills.

e More time is given to mode,llmg skills rather than just assessing abllltH.
e Behaviour for leamlng is meroved as all Ioulot'ls are engaged in the
lesson

How does it work?

e The teacher selects a htgh—q,ualltg piece of childrens literature or
non-fiction text that will cha[lenge all Ioup[[s. It should be at a level
begond that at which they can read lnde,oendently. It will also cover a
range of genres thraughaut the year. The text can be linked to a
relevant topic and used to benefit other subjects.

e The lo,ammg object(vo, for the session is the same for all Iou,o[ls. The
abjectlves will come from the National Curriculum programme of English
for each year group. Puplls will have access to the same activities and
levels of questioning but with differmg levels of support Ioraw’ded
depending on Iou,oll needs.



e The teacher reads the text to the class (or the children may read
sections to themselves), madelling fluency, intonation and
cam,orehensicm, and Ioulolls follow the text with their own copy. We do
not ask the children to read to the rest of the class.

e The teacher uses skilful questioning based on year group expectations
and discussion to hel,o Iouloils get to grips with new vocabulary and
develop their understandmg of the text. (See appendix 1 for examples
of tiered cluestlanmg)

o Pupils work on activities that help them to develop their
comlorehenston of the text. Deloendmg on the activity, pupils may work
in mlxed—abillt&/ groups, pairs or by themselves. Activities do not always
need a written outcome, for Q,xamlole you may use drama to hello
children explare a character through role play, debates or freeze
frames.

e The teacher makes assessments at the end of the lesson to inform
planmng of future sessions. More formal assessments are done through
WQ,Q,HH comlorehenslan task in Year 2- 6 as well as NFER tests at the
end of term

Discrete readlng sessions should last no more than 30 minutes, to
ensure puloils remain engaged and to make a distinction between these
sessions and Engllsh or [Lto,racy lessons.

We use VIPERS to ensure the coverage of qguestions bemg asked during
each whole class readmg session.

Reading Yipers \

Vocabulary

Infer

Predict

Explain

Retrieve

Sequence or Summarise




Wee/ely whole class reading sessions are broken down into 3 sections.
I. The Teacher reads the chosen text and should aim for a hlgh level
of intonation and expression so children can ‘see how it's done'.
The class will then focus on dlscussmg word meanings,
2. Focus on developmg fluency and prosody
3. Focused skill questioning through opportunities to think
individually and share with partners and also for written

FQ,SIOON.SQ,S



FORMAL COMPREHENSION ACTIVITIES

Children from Year 2- 6 will comlolete W'QQ/C[H com,orehenswn tasks that
are mdeloendent of the whole class gulded readlng and usually have a
written outcome.

CLASS STORY TIMES

Readmg books aloud to children stimulates their imagination and
Q,xloands their under‘standmg of the world. It helps them develolo
language and llstening skills and prepares them to understand the
written word. We recognise that literature is Iorabably the most
powerful medium through which children have the chance to
experience the lives of others. We recognise the great importance of
choosmg stories that reflect the lives of those whose experiences and
perspectives are quite different from the children’s own. By chaaslng
texts that Q,xploro, such differences, we can break down a sense of
otherness that may lead to pr@judice and instead promote inclusion and
celebrate dlvers(ty.

It is therefore really Lmloortant to us that all classes have a 20 minute
story time every day.

We also use a readtng spine thraughout the school to ensure coverage of
the tgpes af texts described above but which also adds familiar classics
too.

INDIVIDUAL READING

Children in Recelotion, Year One and Year Two are heard read by either
the class teacher, teachlng assistant or a volunteer helloer at least once
a week. The weakest readers in Year Three. Four, Five and Six are also
heard WQ,Q,/CZH. All children will have alolorolorlately matched books
(reading at Lndeloen.den.t level 95% accuracy) for home practice. Pulolls
are not asked to read books that require them to quess words or deduce
meaning from pictures, or taught words using whole word recognition.



